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Take-Aways
	Science is largely responsible for the United States’ progress since the early 1900s.
	American citizens and policy makers have recently demonstrated a loss of scientific literacy, and many are skeptical of the scientific method.
	Yet the scientific method is the best technique humans have developed to confirm truth.
	Political bickering against scientific evidence is delaying much-needed solutions to the world’s problems, particularly climate change.
	Citizens will continue to face scientific issues. They have a duty to educate themselves so they can understand the concerns and respond judiciously.


Recommendation
As the Doomsday Clock ticks ever closer to midnight and humanity stands on the brink of self-destruction, an increasing number of people are rejecting the hard scientific evidence that supports climate change, the effectiveness of vaccinations, and a host of other critical issues. In this short video, celebrated astrophysicist Neil deGrasse Tyson mourns for the days when citizens trusted the scientific method. He believes this footage, released on the eve of Earth Day 2017, contains “the most important words” he has ever spoken. Although Tyson addresses a US audience, getAbstract recommends his brief, enlightening clip – replete with beautifully illustrative imagery – universally to scientific illuminati and illiterati alike, as Tyson’s core message is crucial to the survival of humanity.

Summary
Since the early 1900s, the United States has risen from a “backwoods country” to emerge as one of the most technologically progressive countries the world has ever known. America has forged the way for life-altering technology across countless fields, including space travel, computer software and medicine. Science is largely responsible for the nation’s success and is a vital part of America’s identity.
“When you have people who don’t know much about science standing in denial of it and rising to power, that is a recipe for the complete dismantling of our informed democracy.”

Science offers the best information upon which to base decision making. Yet many Americans are becoming increasingly skeptical of the truth, and the nation’s elected leaders are “standing in denial” of science. More and more people reject scientific evidence, as is evident from the mounting public backlash against vaccinations, genetically modified foods and the teaching of evolution, as well as a growing denial of climate change – issues that science, not politically motivated rhetoric, ought to guide.
“One of the great things about science is that it is an entire exercise in finding what is true.”

The scientific method is an elegant and accessible means of discovering truth in spite of the human proclivity for bias. When researchers have a question about how the world works, they can venture a hypothesis in answer to that question, come up with a method to test their theory and publish their results. Other interested parties can coin alternative ways of testing the hypothesis that either substantiate or contradict the original findings. The scientific method is the best technique humans have yet developed to confirm truth. And once science has validated a fact, “it is true, whether or not you believe in it.” Once people broadly accept the best-available scientific data, policy makers can begin finding political solutions to urgent problems. Political discourse must progress beyond uninformed, knee-jerk arguments against established scientific evidence.
“Recognize what science is and allow it to be what it can and should be in the service of civilization. It’s in our hands.”

Scientific issues will continue to confront citizens, who have a responsibility to become “scientifically literate” so they can understand the concerns and respond judiciously. Americans must allow science to work “in the service of civilization.”

About the Speaker
Astrophysicist, author and science communicator Neil deGrasse Tyson popularizes scientific concepts and discoveries for the masses. He is the Frederick P. Rose Director of the Hayden Planetarium at the Rose Center for Earth and Space in New York City.

Did you like this summary?
Watch the video:
					http://getab.li/29940
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