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Eye Opening
Background

Take-Aways
	After Houthi rebels took control of the Yemeni capital, a Saudi Arabia–led coalition initiated a military campaign to defeat the Houthis and restore Yemen’s government.  
	Saudi Arabia justifies its intervention by emphasizing the need to counter Iran, which has provided some assistance to the Houthis.
	In truth, the Yemeni conflict is mainly a manifestation of an enduring regional struggle between Yemeni governing elites and marginalized northern tribes.
	Saudi Arabia’s primary motivation in Yemen is to defeat Houthi insurgents who lay claim to three Saudi border provinces.
	Rather than trying to unify the country under a strong central government, any future peace settlement should grant Yemen’s three distinct regions considerable autonomy within the framework of a loose federation. 


Recommendation
Yemen’s brutal civil war has been depicted as a part of the broader Saudi-Iranian conflict. But as Yemen expert Asher Orkaby explains, the conflict has more to do with Yemen’s historic intranational disputes and Saudi Arabia’s concerns about the security of its southern border. By framing the conflict in the context of Iran, however, Saudi Arabia can dampen closer scrutiny of its bombing tactics, which have led to the collapse of Yemen’s economy and brought seven million people to the brink of starvation. getAbstract thinks you should know this about the conflict in Yemen.

Summary
In March 2015, Saudi Arabia and a coalition of Arab states embarked on a military campaign against the Houthi rebels in Yemen who had ousted Yemeni president Abd-Rabbu Mansour Hadi and taken over the government. Saudi Arabia justified its intervention by emphasizing the need to counter Iran, which had provided some assistance to the Houthis. The Houthis had also been chanting anti-Saudi and anti-American slogans – a main reason why American officials supported Saudi intervention and allowed the use of US military bases. The roots of the conflict have little to do with the rivalry between Sunni Saudi Arabia and Shiite Iran, however. In truth, the fighting is mainly the expression of an enduring regional struggle between Yemeni governing elites and marginalized northern tribes.
“The passing of Yemen’s revolutionary generation created not only a crisis of national identity but also one of governance.”

Following the unification of North and South Yemen in 1990, the central government’s discrimination against northern rebels gave rise to Houthi protests and a subsequent armed insurgency. As the generation of revolutionary leaders who founded the modern state of Yemen in 1962 started to die out, Houthi rebels took advantage of the political vacuum in Sanaa. Emboldened by the Arab Spring in 2011, they launched a protest movement that culminated in the Houthi takeover of the Yemeni government.  
“According to the UN, two-thirds of Yemen’s 28 million people face food shortages and do not have access to clean water.”

Today, Saudi Arabia is less worried about Iranian expansion into Yemen than about Houthi claims to three Saudi border provinces. Thus, the Saudi air campaign has focused on destroying Yemen’s economic infrastructure, in the hope of turning the Yemeni people against the Houthis. These tactics have brought seven million people to the brink of starvation. And since April 2017, more than half a million Yemeni have contracted cholera.
“By portraying its intervention as a conflict with Iran, Saudi Arabia seems to have convinced much of the world, especially the United States, to ignore the deliberate targeting of Yemeni civilians.”

One prerequisite for peace in Yemen is to recognize the internal causes of the conflict. Any lasting solution must create a balance among the young country’s three distinct regions: the north, controlled by the tribally structured Shiites; the Sunni south, a former British colony and subsequently an Arab communist state; and the east, occupied by the fiercely independent Hadrami population. The establishment of a loose federation that grants each region a degree of self-governance will prove more effective than attempts to unify the country under a strong central government. 
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Asher Orkaby is a research fellow at Harvard University and the author of Beyond the Arab Cold War: The International History of the Yemen Civil War, 1962–68.

Did you like this summary?
Read the article:
					http://getab.li/32012

OEBPS/cover.jpg
ESSAY November/December 2017 Issue

Yemen’s Humanitarian

Nightmare

The Real Roots of the Conflict

By Asher Orkaby





OEBPS/logo.png
abstract

compressed knowledge





OEBPS/cover_small.jpg





