[image: getAbstract]The End of Tourism?
[image: Cover]Christopher de Bellaigue
					•
				The Guardian © 2020

Rating:
				9

Eye Opening
Engaging
Visionary

Take-Aways
	COVID-19 hit the travel and tourism industry hard, but the pause provides an opportunity for change.
	Venice is a compelling cautionary tale for how “high-impact, low-value” tourists can hurt a community.
	Governments often see tourism as a quick way to bring in foreign money, but fail to consider inherent environmental and cultural destruction.
	Tourism done right can conserve local animal populations and protect the environment.
	Tourism centers will benefit from raising prices, diversifying local economies and attracting domestic visitors. Government officials must lead the charge.


Recommendation
Many people in the developed world consider travel a worthy, or, at the very least, a benign undertaking. But according to journalist Christopher de Bellaigue, the world needs to wake up from its collective Instagram fever dream and recognize the damage tourism does to the environment and to the local economies that depend, to an unhealthy degree, upon it. The COVID-19 travel slowdown is giving people a chance to do just that, but it’s up to municipal and national governments to regulate sanity into existence.

Summary
COVID-19 hit the travel and tourism industry hard, but the pause provides an opportunity for change.
Infectious disease spreads as people move from place to place, so it follows that the pandemic would hit the travel and tourism industry particularly hard. Travel and tourism accounted for $1.7 trillion dollars in earnings in 2019, but the UN World Tourism Organization says that number might fall by as much as 80% in 2020. Losses on this scale put the employment of 120 million people at risk. Travel and tourism account for about one out of every 10 jobs, worldwide. 
“Coronavirus has also revealed the danger of overreliance on tourism, demonstrating in brutal fashion what happens when the industry supporting an entire community, at the expense of any other more sustainable activity, collapses.”

COVID-19 has revealed that over-dependency on international tourism can have dire consequences. One Kenyan resort, Nashulai, has resorted to begging for donations to fight local starvation caused by the abrupt halt in tourist dollars. As tour company owner Tsotne Japaridze says, COVID-19 offers people a “lesson not to forget their traditional means of making a living.”
Venice is a compelling cautionary tale for how “high-impact, low-value” tourists can hurt a community.
About 30 million people visit Venice in a typical year, with devastating consequences for the city’s culture and infrastructure. In 1950, Venice had a local population of 180,000. Now, that number is closer to 50,000.
“Tourism is an unusual industry in that the assets it monetizes – a view, a reef, a cathedral – do not belong to it.”

Venice crawls with “high-impact, low-value” tourists who arrive by bus, plane or cruise ship, spend about 15 euros on a souvenir made outside the city, and take off again. They don’t stay in local hotels or leave behind taxes or tips. External tour companies profit from a place’s local charm, but fail to contribute to maintenance of the place itself.
Governments often see tourism as a quick way to bring in foreign money, but fail to consider inherent environmental and cultural destruction.
Development entrepreneur Lelei Lelaulu says tourism represents, “the largest voluntary transfer of cash from the rich to the poor, the ‘haves’ to ‘have nots’, in history,” but most tourism dollars go to internationally-owned tour agencies, hotels and airlines rather than local people. 
“Farmers sell their land to the hotel chain, only for the price of crops they once grew to inflate beyond their reach. Water is diverted to the golf course while the locals go short. The road is paved as far as the theme park, not the school.”

Tour companies tend to focus on economies of scale, providing cheaper trips for more tourists who put pressure on local resources. The $150 billion-dollar cruise industry is among the worst offenders, known for polluting heavily, dodging regulations and seeking tax havens. The COVID-19 slowdown provides an opportunity to pivot the entire industry.
Tourism done right can conserve local animal populations and protect the environment.
Municipal and national governments can turn the tourism industry from a force for destruction to a force for good. Wildlife-driven tourism in Kenya allows conservation efforts to flourish. Kenya’s Loisaba resort is a prime example of low-volume, high-benefit tourism. At $700 a night, with only a 48-bed capacity, the resort actually employs anti-poaching patrols to protect local biodiversity.
“For Komodo in Indonesia the alternative ending involves fewer visitors paying more to visit the national park while the surrounding communities develop the fishing and textile industries that have kept them going for centuries.”

Not all efforts to meld natural wonders and tourism succeed, of course. The main draw to the Indonesian island of Komodo are the massive Komodo dragons, and tourism had so disrupted their habits that populations were declining. So, Governor Viktor Bungtilu Laiskodat closed the island of Komodo to tourists in 2020. After backlash from local business owners, however, the national government reopened the island.
Tourism centers will benefit from raising prices, diversifying local economies and attracting domestic visitors. Government officials must lead the charge. 
The COVID-19 slowdown highlights the importance of sustaining local industry, because an economy can’t always count on international tourism. Attracting domestic tourists is one solution. Changing entitled attitudes toward travel is another.
“Tourism isn’t the right that many holidaymakers, whatever their budgets, seem to think it is. It’s a luxury that needs to pay its way.” 

The tourism industry must “diversify, indigenize” and reduce its carbon footprint. Less is more applies to many of the finer things in life. Travel may be one of them.
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